THE MIDDLE COLONIES
I. Old Netherlands at New Netherlands

1. Netherlands revolted against Spain and got their independence in the late 16th century. 

· The 17th century was a golden age in Dutch history

2. The Dutch East India Company employed henry Hudson to search for riches.

3. The Dutch West India Company mostly raided other ships, most importantly bought Manhattan Island for very little. New Amsterdam- later called New York was run by the company. It attracted all kinds of people.

II. Friction with English and Swedish Neighbors

1. New England wasn’t happy about their Dutch neighbor growing.

2. Sweden also came into America to colonize in their golden years but their rule came to an end when the Dutch sent a military dispatch over and New Sweden was absorbed by new Netherlands.  

III. Dutch Residues In New York

1. The English regarded the Dutch as invaders

· Charles II granted the area to his brother the Duke of York, whom it was named after.

· They sent over troops to fight the Dutch and conquered the area.  The aristocratic atmosphere discouraged European immigrants from coming and retarded the growth of the city.

· The Dutch left many influences in New York such as street names, Santa Claus and golf.

IV. Penn’s Holy Experiment in Pennsylvania 

1. The Quakers (the Religious Society of Friends) were a group of dissenters who were unconventional, they refused to sign oaths, or pay taxes to the Church of England.

· They hated war and violence.

2. William Penn was attracted to the Quaker faith; he was paid a monetary debt that was owed to his father with a tract of land called Pennsylvania (Penn’s Woods). 

· It welcomed immigrants and it had fertile land.

V. Quaker Pennsylvania and its Neighbors

1. He formally launched his colony in 1681; thousands of squatters lived here already.

· Philadelphia- the city of brotherly love- was one of the best planned cities with wide streets.

2. He had peaceful relations with Indians.

· They went among each other without weapons and Quakers even used some as babysitters.

· Unfortunately non-Quakers who came on the Quaker land to settle provoked bad feelings towards the Indians.

3. Pennsylvania had many liberal features such as, unrestricted immigration and paying taxes for church was not mandatory. 

· Attracted a big mix of ethnicity. 

4. Penn wasn’t appreciated or liked because he was friends with King James II

5. Delaware and New Jersey also formed next to Pennsylvania.

DOCUMENT 1:  William Penn's 'Holy Experiment'

 “... That an example may be set up to the nations as ... a holy experiment.”  

“For you are now fixed at the mercy of no governor that comes to make his fortune great; you shall be governed by laws of your own making and live a free, and if you will, a sober and industrious life. I shall not usurp the right of any, or oppress his person. God has furnished me with a better resolution and has given me his grace to keep it.”
- Letter to those already residing in Pennsylvania. 1681 

“All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences; no man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent; no human authority can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience, and no preference shall ever be given by law to any religious establishment or modes of worship.”
     -Declaration of Rights

Document 2: First Frame of Government of Pennsylvania (1682)

That the government of this province shall... consist of the Governor and freemen of the said province, in form of a provincial Council and General Assembly, by whom all laws shall lie made, officers chosen, and public affairs transacted...

II. That the freemen of the said province shall... assemble in some fit place, of which timely notice shall be before hand given by the Governor or his Deputy; and then, and there, shall choose out of themselves seventy-two persons of most note for their wisdom, virtue and ability, who shall meet, on the tenth day of the first month next ensuing, and always be called, and act as, the provincial Council of the said province. the said freemen shall yearly choose Members to serve in a general Assembly, as their representatives... 

VI.  The Middle Way in the Middle Colonies

1.  The middle colonies- New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania- had fertile soil, rivers and forests.

2.   They were intermediate in size, held a higher degree of toleration, and had an ethnically mixed group of people. 

3. Benjamin Franklin, born in Boston, entered Philadelphia as a seventeen-year-old in 1720 and loved it.
Pioneer Presses
1. Few libraries were found in early America, and few Americans were rich enough to buy books.

2. On the eve of the revolution, many hand-operated presses cranked out leaflets, pamphlets, and journals signed with pseudonyms.

3. In one famous case, John Peter Zenger, a New York
newspaper printer, was taken to court and charged with seditious libel
(writing in a malicious manner against someone).

· The judge urged the jury to consider that the mere fact of
publishing was a crime, no matter whether the content was derogatory or
not.

· Zenger won after his lawyer, Andrew Hamilton, excellently defended his case.

· The importance—freedom of the press scored a huge early victory in this case.
DOCUMENT 3: An example of something Zenger wrote that was considered “libel:”

The facts exposed are not to be believed because said or published; but it draws people's attention, directs their view, and fixes the eye in a proper position that everyone may judge for himself whether those facts are true or not.  People will recollect, enquire and search, before they condemn; and therefore very few good ministers can be hurt by falsehood, but many wicked ones by seasonable truth: But however the mischief that a few may possibly, but improbably, suffer by the freedom of the press is not to be put in competition with the danger which the KING and the people may suffer by a shameful, cowardly silence under the tyranny of an insolent, rapacious, infamous!

Document 4: Indentured Servants played an active role in the economy of the Middle Colonies
	Indentured Servants 
	Slaves 

	Brought over from Europe under contract on their own free will or as temporary prison prisoners 
	Brought over on the “Middle Passage” - chained on ships with thousands of other Africans, beat and starved. 

	Usually served a term of 7 years and then paid a small sum and given establishing resources (food, seeds, etc)
	Purchased for life-long ownership

	Often families would work together or keep in touch
	Families were separated  

	Abuse was less prevalent and labor practices were less severe to encourage more servants to come
	Physical abuse was allowed, grueling labor practices

	Race was often less a distinguishing characteristic than class. 
	Racial differences led to a culture of inferiority 


Ways that the Middle Colonies SUPPORTED Slavery even if they didn’t all have slavery:

· Trading of slaves & trading in the products of slave labor – sugar, coffee, cotton, indigo
· Harvesting, processing, packing food for slave trade
· Supplying slave plantations in West Indies and North America with grain, tools, and manufactured goods.
· Building, outfitting and manning ships involved in the slave trade.
· Borrowing, lending, insuring vessels involved in the slave trade.

· Advertising for the sale of slaves

XII. The Great Game of Politics By 1775, eight of the colonies had royal governors who were appointed by the king. Three had governors chosen by proprietors. Practically every colony utilized a two-house legislative body. The upper house was appointed by royal officials or proprietors.The lower house was elected by the people.Self-taxation with representation came to be a cherished privilege that Americans came to value above most other rights.Most governors did a good job, but some were just plain corrupt. I.e., Lord Cornbury, first cousin of Queen Anne, was made governor of New York and New Jersey in 1702, but proved to be a drunkard, a
spendthrift, a grafter, and embezzler, a religious bigot, a cross-dresser, and a vain fool.
· The right to vote was not available to just anyone, just white male landowners only. However, the ease of acquiring land to hard workers made voting a privilege easily attainable to many people in this group.

