Is Women’s Equality a Myth or a Reality?
A. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan
Chapter One: The Problem That Has No Name

“The problem lay buried, unspoken, for many years in the minds of American women. It was a strange stirring, a sense of dissatisfaction, a yearning that women suffered in the m idle of the twentieth century in the United States. Each suburban wife struggled with it alone. As she made the beds, shopped for groceries, matched slipcover material, ate peanut butter sandwiches with her children, chauffeured Cub Scouts and Brownies, lay beside her husband at night – she was afraid to ask even of herself the silent question – ‘Is this all?’ It is no longer possible today to blame the problem on loss of femininity: to say that education and independence and equality with men have made American women unfeminine. I have heard so many women try to deny this dissatisfied voice within themselves because it does not fit the pretty picture of femininity the experts have given them. Women who suffer this problem, in whom this voice is stirring, have lived their whole lives in the pursuit of feminine fulfillment. They are not career women (although career women may have other problems); they are women whose greatest ambition has been marriage and children. If I am right, the problem that has no name stirring in the minds of so many American women today is not a matter of loss of femininity or too much education, or the demands of domesticity. It is far more important than anyone recognizes. It may well be the key to our future as a nation and a culture. We can no longer ignore that voice within women that says: ‘I want something more than my husband and my children and my home.’”

B. NOW (National Organization of Women) Statement of Purpose (1966) 
WE REJECT the current assumption that a man must carry the sole burden of supporting himself, his wife, and family, and that a woman is automatically entitled to lifelong support by a man upon her marriage, or that marriage, home and family are primarily woman’s world and responsibility – hers, to dominate – his to support. We believe that a true partnership between sexes demands a different concept of marriage, an equitable sharing of the responsibilities of home and children and the economic burdens of their support. 

IN THE INTERESTS OF THE HUMAN DIGNITY OF WOMEN, we will protest, and endeavor to change, the false image of women now prevalent in the mass media, and in the texts, ceremonies, laws, and practices of our major social institution. Such images perpetuate contempt for women by society and by women for themselves. We are similarly opposed to all policies and practices – in church, state, college, factory, or office – which, in the guise of protectiveness, not only deny opportunities but also foster in women self- denigration, dependence, and evasion of responsibility, undermine their confidence in their own abilities and foster contempt (anger) for women. 
WE BELIEVE THAT women will do most to create image of women by acting now, and by speaking out on behalf of their own equality, freedom, and humanness. By so doing, women will develop confidence in their own ability to determine actively, in partnership with men, the conditions of their life, their choices, their future and their society. 

C. Miss America Pageant, 1968 Protest
On September 7th in Atlantic City, the Annual Miss America Pageant will again crown “your idea.” We will protest the image of Miss America, an image that oppresses women in every area in which it purports to represent us. 

The Ten Points We Protest: 

1. The Degrading Mindless-Boob-Girlie Symbol. The Pageant contestants epitomize the roles we are all forced to play as women. So are women in our society forced daily to compete for male approval, enslaved by ludicrous “beauty” standards we ourselves are conditioned to take seriously. 

2. Racism with Roses. Since its inception in 1921, the Pageant has not had one Black finalist, and this has not been for a lack of test-case contestants. There has never been a Puerto Rican, Alaskan, Hawaiian, or Mexican American winner. Nor has there ever been a true Miss America – an American Indian.

3. Miss America as Military Death Mascot. The highlight of her reign each year is a cheerleader-tour of American troops abroad – last year she went to Vietnam to pep-talk our husbands, fathers, sons and boyfriends into dying and killing with better spirit. She personifies the “unstained patriotic American womanhood our boys are fighting for.”

4. The Consumer Con-Game. Miss America is a walking commercial for the Pageant’s sponsors. Wind her up and she plugs your product on promotion tours and TV-all in an “honest, objective” endorsement.

5. Competition Rigged and Unrigged. We deplore (hate) encouragement of an American myth that oppresses men as well as women: the win-or-you’re worthless competitive disease. The “beauty contest” creates only one winner to be “used” and forty-nine losers who are “useless.”

6. The Woman as Pop Culture Obsolescent Theme. What is so ignored as last year’s Miss America? Women must be young, juicy, malleable – hence age discrimination and the cult of youth.

7. The Unbeatable Madonna-Whore Combination. Miss America and Playboy’s centerfold are sisters over the skin. To win approval, we must be both sexy and wholesome, delicate but able to cope.
8. The Irrelevant Crown on the Throne of Mediocrity. Miss America represents that women are supposed to be: inoffensive, bland, apolitical. If you are tall, short over or under what weight The Man prescribes you should be, forget it. Personality, articulateness, intelligence, and commitment – unwise. Conformity is the key to the crown – and, by extension, to success in our Society.

9. Miss America as Dream Equivalent To-? In this reputedly democratic society, where every little boy supposedly can grow up to be President, what can every little girl hope to grow to be? Miss America.

10. Miss America as Big Sister Watching You. The pageant exercises Thought Control, to enslave us all the more in high-heeled, low-status roles; to instill false values on young girls…
D. Roe v. Wade (1973) 

“This right of privacy, whether it be founded in the Fourteenth Amendment’s concept of personal liberty and restrictions upon state action, as we feel it is, or, as the District Court determined, in the Ninth Amendment’s reservation of rights to the people, is broad enough to encompass a woman’s decision whether or not to terminate her pregnancy. This detriment that the State would impose upon the pregnant woman by denying this choice altogether is apparent. Specific and direct harm medically diagnosable even in early pregnancy may be involved. Maternity, or additional offspring, may force upon the woman a distressful life and future. Psychological harm may be imminent. Mental and physical health may be taxed by child care. There is also the distress, for all concerned, associated with the unwanted child, and there is the problem of bringing a child into a family already unable, psychologically and otherwise, to care for it. In other cases, as in this one, the additional difficulties and continuing stigma of unwed motherhood may be involved. All these are factors the woman and her responsible physician will consider in consultation.” 
E. Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) 

The ERA was first proposed in 1923. It has never been ratified. Right now, 35 of the required 38 states have ratified it. If three more states ratify the ERA, it will become the 28th Amendment to the Constitution.

Section 1. Equality of Rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States

                 or any state on account of sex. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 


      provisions of this article.

Section 3. This amendment shall take effect two years after the date of ratification. 

(1) Anti-Era
“Why, Schlafly demanded, should women “lower” themselves to equal rights “when we already have the status of special privilege?”


 - Phyllis Schlafly, a woman from St. Louis, MO
“Well, the most immediate effect would have been on the military and the draft. You realize that when the ERA came out of Congress, we were just coming out of the Vietnam War and he draft was a very real threat to all the guys in this country. [The ERA] would have required the registration of young women. And then, [the ERA] would have eliminated the laws and regulations that we had for assignment within the military. Then you’ve got the activist judges. They waited a while to get what they really wanted and finally did use the state Equal Rights Amendments to get it. Tax-funded abortion is one of the main things they wanted. The other thing that they would go for is same-sex marriage licenses. IN Hawaii, which is a state that did have exactly the same language as the federal ERA, their high court did rule that Hawaii’s ERA required same-sex marriage licenses. So Hawaii had to pass another constitutional amendment saying “No, we didn’t mean that” and take that power away from the court.” 








– Phyllis Schlafly 

(2) Pro-ERA

“On October 12, 1971, the United States House of Representatives approved the Equal Rights Amendment by a vote of 354 to 23. Five months later, the same amendment was passed by the Senate by a margin very nearly as lopsided—84 to 8—at which point the E.R.A. was sent on to the states for ratification. Several legislatures vied to be the first to approve it. (So eager was the Delaware state senate that it voted to ratify an hour and forty minutes before the amendment had technically been submitted.) Typical was the debate in Topeka, which took approximately ten minutes. The E.R.A. was supported by Presidents Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, and Jimmy Carter, and actively lobbied for by the First Ladies Betty Ford and Rosalynn Carter. The A.F.L.-C.I.O., the League of Women Voters, and the National Education Association backed it; women’s magazines ranging from Redbook and Good Housekeeping to Cosmopolitan ran scores of positive articles on it, and its many celebrity champions included Patty Duke, Ann Landers, Erma Bombeck, Marlo Thomas, and Carol Burnett, the last of whom once pleaded, ‘I have three daughters. Unless they’re protected by the Constitution, what’s going to happen to them?’”  






- New Yorker Magazine
“The Equal Rights Amendment will provide a needed constitutional guarantee of full citizenship for women, and will assure the rights of both women and men to equal treatment under the laws. Ratification of the ERA is an important appropriate means of alleviating sex discrimination – just as the adoption of the 13th and 14th Amendments were to the cause of racial equality.” 

· U.S. Civil Rights Commission

